
PUNT RETURN RECORDS 
 
Career Punt Return Yards 
1. Jim Leonhard, 2001-04    1,347 
2. Nick Davis, 1998-2001  1,007 
3. Troy Vincent, 1988-91  773 
4. Thad McFadden, 1980-81, 1983-84 753 
5. Ira Matthews, 1975-78  443 
6. Brandon Williams, 2002-2005 438 
7. Gene Evans, 1947, 1949  395 
8. Jim Miller, 1953-55  367 
9. Nate Odomes, 1984-86  359 
10. Keith Jackson, 1993-94  325 
 
Career Punt Return Average 
(Minimum 25 returns) 
1. Brandon Williams, 2002-2005 13.7 
2. Jim Leonhard, 2001-04  12.8 
3. Nick Davis, 1998-2001  12.1 
4. Troy Vincent, 1988-91  11.4 
5. Thad McFadden, 1980-81, 1983-84 10.0 
 
Career Punt Return Touchdowns 
1. Ira Matthews, 1975-78  4 
2. Troy Vincent, 1988-91  3 
 Nick Davis, 1998-01  3 
 Jim Leonhard, 2001-04  3 
 
Season Punt Return Yards 
1. Jim Leonhard, 2003  470 
2. Jim Leonhard, 2004  443 
3. Jim Leonhard, 2002  434 
4. Nick Davis, 1998   427 
5. Thad McFadden, 1984  394 
 
Season Punt Return Touchdowns 
1. Earl Girard, 1947   2  

 
Season Punt Return Average 
(Minimum 15 returns) 
1. Ira Matthews, 1978   16.9 
2. Nick Davis, 1998   15.3 
3. Brandon Williams, 2005  14.6 
4. Troy Vincent, 1989   13.8 
 Jim Leonhard, 2003  13.8 
 
Game Punt Return Yards 
1. Earl Girard vs. Iowa, 1947  158 
2. Greg Johnson vs. Northern Illinois, ‘71 153 
3. Troy Vincent vs. Western Illinois, 1991 146 
4. Louis Holland vs. Indiana, 1962 128 
5. Aaron Stecker vs. Hawaii, 1996 122 
 
Game Punt Return Average 
(Minimum 3 returns) 
1. Earl Girard vs. Iowa, 1947  52.7 
2. Nick Davis vs. Murray St., 1999 38.7 
3. Troy Vincent vs. Western Illinois, 1991 36.5 
4. Jim Leonhard vs. Purdue, 2003 33.0 
5. Nick Davis vs. Penn State, 1998 29.7 
 
Long Punt Returns 
90 (td) by Troy Vincent vs. Western Illinois, 1991 
89 (td) by Josh Hunt vs. Western Michigan, 2000 
87 (td) by Danny Crooks vs. Michigan, 1970 
85 (td) by Earl Girard vs. Iowa, 1947 
85 (td) by Greg Johnson vs. Northern Illinois, 1971 
82 (td) by Nick Davis vs. Penn State, 1998 
78 (td) by Ira Matthews vs. Northwestern, 1978 
77 (td) by John Bridgeman vs. Marquette, 1954  
76 (td) by Nick Davis vs. Murray State, 1999 
 
PRE-MODERN ERA 
75 (td) by Sam Behr vs. Lawrence, 1930

 Nick Davis, 1998   2 
 Jim Leonhard, 2003  2 
 Brandon Williams, 2005  2 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
KICKOFF RETURN RECORDS 
 
Career Kickoff Return Yards 
1. Brandon Williams, 2002-2005 2,349 
2. Nick Davis, 1998-2001  1,778 
3. Fred Owens, 1986-89  1,510 
4. Greg Johnson, 1969, 1971  1,081 
5. Aaron Stecker, 1995-96  1,015 
6. Marvin Neal, 1979-81, 1983  1,009 
7. Ira Matthews, 1975-78  989 
8. Tom Schinke, 1965-67  940 
9. Chris Davis, 1971-73  784 
10. Michael Morgan, 1974-76  779 
 
Career Kickoff Return Average 
(Minimum 30 returns) 
1. Greg Johnson, 1969, 1971  24.6 
2. Chris Davis, 1971-73  23.8 
3. Ron Smith, 1962-64  23.5 
 Tom Schinke, 1965-67  23.5 
5. Nick Davis, 1998-2001  23.1 
 
Career Kickoff Return Touchdowns 
1. Ira Matthews, 1975-78  2 
 Nick Davis, 1998-2001  2 
 
Season Kickoff Return Yards 
1. Brandon Williams, 2002  670 
2. Brandon Williams, 2003  626 
3. Nate Odomes, 1986   616 
 Brandon Williams, 2005  616 
5. Aaron Stecker, 1996  603 
 
Season Kickoff Return Average 
(Minimum 10 returns) 
1. Ira Matthews, 1976   29.6 
2. Danny Crooks, 1970  29.2 
3. Greg Johnson, 1971  28.4 
4. Brandon Williams, 2005  28.0 
5. Michael Jones, 1984  27.9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Season Kickoff Return Touchdowns 
1. Ira Matthews, 1976   2 
 Nick Davis, 1999   2 
 
Game Kickoff Return Yards 
1. Clarence Self vs. Michigan, 1947 178 
2. Fred Owens vs. Illinois, 1989  153 
3. Nate Odomes vs. Indiana, 1986 152 
4. Tom Schinke vs. Michigan, 1966 143 
 Brandon Williams vs. Minnesota, 2002 143 
6. Brandon Williams vs. Michigan, 2005 138 
7. Tom McCauley vs. USC, 1966 135 
8. Ira Matthews vs. Iowa, 1976  130 
9. Ron Smith vs. Iowa, 1964  129 
10. Selvie Washington vs. Nebraska, 1973 128 
 Brandon Williams vs. Purdue, 2003 128 
 
Game Kickoff Return Average 
(Minimum 3 returns) 
1. Selvie Washington vs. Nebraska, 1974 42.7 
2. Gary Ellerson vs. Iowa, 1982  37.0 
3. Tom Schinke vs. Michigan, 1966 35.8 
4. Gary Schmitsch vs. Illinois, 1966 35.6 
5. Thad McFadden vs. Tennessee, 1981 32.0 
 
Long Kickoff Returns 
 
100 (td) by Ira Matthews vs. Iowa, 1976 
100 (td) by Michael Jones vs. Northwestern, 1984 
100 (td) by Aaron Stecker vs. Minnesota, 1995 
97 (td) by Ira Matthews vs. Northwestern, 1976 
96 (td) by Selvie Washington vs. Nebraska, 1973 
96 (td) by Fred Owens vs. Illinois, 1989 
 
PRE-MODERN ERA 
100 (td) by Eddie Cochems vs. Chicago, 1901 
99 (td) by Lynn Jordan vs. Michigan, 1934 
 


